Join us as we build a
community of radical welcome
that follows Jesus into the
streets of the city to increase
the amount of love and justice
in the world.

K Karpen &
Lea Matthews
Pastors
Ascension Sunday:
Stay Grounded
May 24, 2020
Online Worship

Wednesday’s Spiritual Growth
Study group on Zoom

Sunday, May 24, 2020
Prelude

Frank Glass
I Love to Tell the Story

Greeting

Jenna Johnson

Call to Worship
(Psalm 47)

The Beckford Family
One: People everywhere--clap your hands!
Many: Shout to God with songs of joy!
One: For God has gone up with a mighty shout.
Many: The Lord has risen with trumpets blaring!
One: Hail, the day that sees Christ rise!
Many: To that throne above the skies.
One: See how heaven our Lord receives,
Many: Yet Christ loves the earth he leaves.
One: Hark! those gracious lips bestow:
Many: Blessings on us still below.
One: Begging the community he founded:
Many: ‘Be well, be safe, and just stay grounded’

Hymn

Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise (page 6, verses 1 & 2)

Opening Prayer

Aurora Celestin

Prayer Song

Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise (page 6, verse 3)

Poem

Shirley Brevard
A Blessing for Ascension Day (by Jan Richardson)

Scripture Reading

Lea Matthews
Acts 1:1-11 (bulletin page 5)

Scripture Song

Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise (page 6, verse 4)

Gospel Reading

Madeline Taylor
Luke 24:44-53 (bulletin page 5)

Hymn

Christ the Lord is Risen Today (bulletin page 7, verses 1, 2, 4)

Sermon

K Karpen
“Stay Grounded”
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Sermon Song

Who’ll Be a Witness For My Lord

Morning Prayer

David Richards

The Lord’s Prayer

Harry Karpen
Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kin-dom
come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kin-dom and the power and the
glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Song

Robin Bahr, Jane Williams, K Karpen
Beams of Heaven

Offering
Offertory

Of tithes, gifts and prayers (see page 4)
Robin Bahr, Jane Williams, Tim Bosco, K Karpen
Song of the Soul (by Cris Williamson)
Refrain: And we'll sing this song
Why don't you sing along?
And we can sing for a long, long time
Why don't you sing this song?
Why don't you sing along?
And we can sing for a long, long time

Benediction

K Karpen

Response

Robin Bahr
Rise Up and People Will Find a Way
Rise up and people will find a way
Rise up and people will find a way
Rise up and people will find a way;
people will find the way, I do believe.
Have hope and people will find a way…

Postlude

Frank Glass
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Hymn Leaders
Audio
Video

Robin Bahr, Jane Williams, Tim Bosco, Brent Ness, K Karpen
David Richards
Harry Karpen

Prayer, Connect &
Care Groups

To make a prayer request or join a Connect & Care Group, visit
stpaulandstandrew.org/stay-connected

Donate

We hope that you enjoyed today’s service. Please help us continue
to create meaningful virtual worship and support essential services
by donating via our website: stpaulandstandrew.org/give or emailing
donate@stpaulandstandrew.org to make a gift by electronic check

Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise
Words: Charles Wesley, 1739
Music: LLANFAIR Robert Williams, 1817; harm. by David Evans, 1927
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-734619. All rights reserved.
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today
Words: Charles Wesley, 1739
Music: EASTER HYMN Lyra Davidica, 1708
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-734619. All rights reserved.
Who’ll Be A Witness For My Lord
Words & Music: Traditional spiritual

Beams of Heaven
Words: Charles Albert Tindley, ca. 1906
Music: SOMEDAY Charles Albert Tindley, ca. 1906; arr. by J. Edward Hoy, © 1984
Song of the Soul
Words & Music: Cris Williamson
People Will Find a Way
Words: inspired by the writings of Ella Baker
Music: Terry Leonino
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Acts 1:1-11
1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the
beginning 2 until the day when Jesus was taken up to heaven, after first giving
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles. 3 After his suffering he presented
himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over the course of
forty days and speaking about the kin-dom of God.
4 While staying with them, Jesus ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait
there for the promise of God, saying ‘This is what you have heard from me; 5 for John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from
now.’
6 So when they had come together, they asked Jesus, ‘Lord, is this the time when you
will restore the kin-dom to Israel?’
7Jesus replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that our God has set for
these things. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.’
9 When Jesus had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took
Jesus out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven,
suddenly two persons in white robes stood by them.
11 They said, ‘People of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you
saw him go into heaven.’
Luke 24:44-53
44 Then Jesus said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still
with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the
psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then Jesus opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to
rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are
witnesses of these things. 49 And see, I am sending upon you what God has promised;
so stay here, on the ground, in the city, until you have been clothed with power from on
high.”
50 Then Jesus led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, blessed them.
51 While Jesus was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into
heaven. 52 And they worshiped their Jesus, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy;
53 and they were continually in the temple blessing God.
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Who’s Who at St. Paul & St Andrew
Pastors

Rev. Dr. K Karpen
Rev. Lea Matthews

Minister of Music
Artists-in-Residence
Youth Director
Seminary Interns
Lay Servants
Director of Operations
Bookkeeper
Communications
Theater Manager
Building Superintendent
Security / Custodians

Dr. Frank Glass
Jane Williams, David Richards
Carter Snyder-Samuelson
Bridget Webster & Carter Snyder-Samuelson
Nancy Meyers, Alicia Pitterson, Shakeel Samuel
Brent Ness
Jennifer Serrano
Hannah Reasoner
Michelle Navis
Danny Aponte
Robert Harris, Ken Lucian, Hector Morales, Hector Pagan, Jay Torres

Our Mission Statement
We seek to build a community of radical welcome that follows Jesus into the streets of the city to increase
the amount of love and justice in the world. To do this, we will...
♦ Be a catalyst for love-inspired action and social justice.
♦ Nurture and inspire Jesus’ followers through dynamic worship and relationship-building to transform
ourselves and the world.
♦ Teach and live progressive Christian values, including racial and gender equality, inter-faith partnership,
LGBTQI affirmation, and empowerment of the last, the lost, and the least.
♦ Raise up future generations by fostering a congregation of all ages and developing young leaders &
communities.
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